
2007-08 RioLogs Summaries: 

There were four RioLogs awarded in the 2007-2008 academic year. The purpose of the Rio 
Learning Outcomes Grants (RioLogs) is to provide a mechanism and the resources to support 
faculty in developing student learning outcomes-based initiatives directly linked to assessment 
results data. 

1)	 Project Title: A pilot for increasing Students' Inclusiveness Skills through feedback 
given on an Inclusiveness rubric 

Abstract: 
The General Education program at Rio now has the student learning outcome of 
Inclusiveness. The goal of this project is to see if we can increase student's inclusiveness 
awareness and skills through use of the newly developed inclusiveness rubric on selected 
assessments and through feedback given in this rubric. 

Piloting the rubric in different Gen Ed disciplines will reveal where improvements or 
revisions should be made so that the rubric can be useful across disciplines. In addition, the 
pilot will assist in determining whether faculty members in different disciplines can 
successfully apply the rubric in giving feedback to students about their inclusiveness 
awareness and skills. 

2)	 Project Title: A pilot for increasing Student Writing through the consistent use of a 
college wide writing rubric 

Abstract: 
A Rio Log in 2005-06 focused on creating a new writing rubric for ENG faculty and students. 
The goal was to ensure consistency of grading in English composition courses so that the 
creditability and quality of these courses was maintained, and in turn, students would 
benefit from consistent feedback from assignment to assignment and from ENG 101 to ENG 
102. 

Now it is time to pilot use of the writing rubric in courses other than English. This pilot will 
help determine whether the rubric helps students registered in MGT, COM, and CHD to 
identify strengths and weaknesses in their writing skills. It is also a goal for this pilot to 
assist in determining whether consistent feedback using the writing rubric will lead to 
improved writing skills. 

Piloting the rubric in different disciplines will reveal where improvements or revisions 
should be made so that the rubric can be useful across disciplines. In addition, the pilot will 
assist in determining whether faculty members in different disciplines can successfully 
apply the rubric in giving feedback to students about their writing. 
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3)	 Project Title: CIS105 Course Redesign to Improve Student Engagement and 
Learning 

Abstract: 
The purpose of the project is to 1) evaluate the effectiveness of new CIS10S course design 
by comparing pre/post test results and final exam scores in current and new course designs 
(spring 2007 vs spring 2008 results); 2) capture CIS10S pre/post test results and final exam 
scores in a useable format to assess student learning. 

There is a need to evaluate the redesign of CIS lOS, Introduction to Computer Information 
Systems, which should increase student engagement in an effort to increase student 
learning. The design of the course has been changed to include a graphical learning cycle, 
interactive games, and summary activities. Interactive games have been added to each 
lesson to increase learning of key terms. The games vary in type, such as flashcards, "who 
wants to be a millionaire" format, etc. More concrete summary activities have been added 
to the end of each lesson to bring concepts together for the learner. Summary activities 
include a repeat of the Concept Check interactive game and a PowerPoint summary of the 
covered concepts. 

4)	 Project Title: Further Development of a Detailed and Comprehensive 
Identification System of Deep Learning and Critical Thinking Components in 
Instructional and Assessment Materials in Psychology, Philosophy, and 
Religion Courses and Further Development of an Instructional Feedback and 
Assessment System for Deep Learning and Critical Thinking Performance in 
Psychology, Philosophy, and Religion Courses. 

Abstract: 
Critical Thinking is one student learning outcome in the General Education program at Rio 
Salado College. Department chairs have been asked to assess student performance for at 
least some components of critical thinking in their high enrollment courses. 

The psychology, philosophy, and religion departments at Rio Salado College have already 
developed an extensive and detailed grading rubric and aligned set of instructional material 
and assignments for critical thinking and more broadly deep learning. (Critical thinking is 
included as part of deep learning.) This grading rubric consists of four general categories: 
Understanding, thinking, personal application, and growth. These four general categories 
are divided further into a more detailed list of specific abilities. This project will be a further 
refinement and evolution of this ongoing department initiative to teach and assess deep 
learning and critical thinking. 
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